
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Math Constructive  Conversation  Skills  Poster   

Negotiate  

 

           

 

 

Clarify  

 
 

Fortify  

 
 

Prompt starters: 
What are we trying to do? 
What is the problem asking? 
How does the problem begin?  
What happens in the problem? 
What do we need to know? 
How can we break this down? 
What type of problem is this? 
What patterns do we notice? 
�:�K�D�W�¶�V���D���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���V�R�O�Y�L�Q�J���L�W�" 
What is your estimate for the answer? 
Why are you doing that? 
Where did that number come from? 
 
 

Response starters: 
�,�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���B�B�B�����Z�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���« 
In other words,  
�0�R�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F�D�O�O�\�����L�W���L�V���«���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�« 
�/�H�W�¶�V���V�H�H����it is similar to the problem 

�D�E�R�X�W���«���W�K�D�W���Z�H���G�L�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H�« 
It is important to ____ because 
�/�H�W�¶�V���V�W�D�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���«������ 
�/�H�W�¶�V���J�H�W���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I�« 
In future problems like this one we 

need to �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�R�« 
 
 

Prompt starters: 
Can you �H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���Z�K�\���\�R�X�«?  
What does that mean?    
What are you doing? 
What math rule are you using? 


