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Documents Attached:  

1. Executive Summary 
2. 



Board of Education Executive Summary  
Facilities Support Services 
Recommend the Renaming of Peter Burnett Elementary, Kit Carson 
International Academy, and Sutter Middle School 
June 22, 2023 

 

  
 

 

Facilities Support Services 1 

 
I. Overview/History of Department or Program:  
Sacramento City Unified school District strives to create a warm and welcoming environment for all 
students, staff, and community members. The renaming of these school sites is part of the District’s 
work in dismantling racism from within our system. The school names of these three sites and 
symbols within these sites that up hold a legacy of racism, oppression, and exclusion shall not be 
tolerated. The names of our schools are a powerful symbol of our community values.  
 
Background: 
The Board of Education approved the creation of an ad hoc school renaming committee during the 
fall of 2020 (September 3, 2020 Board meeting and October 15, 2020 Board meeting) to review the 
school names of Peter Burnett Elementary, Kit Carson International Academy, and Sutter Middle. 
These sites were recommended by staff and selected by the Board because they were viewed as 
having the most egregious school names within the District. The committee was charged with 
bringing forward new school names for the Board’s consideration. Unfortunately, due to ongoing 
COVID challenges, renaming efforts had been delayed until December 2022. Since December, the 
committee has convened six (6) meetings to form name recommendations for these three (3) sites 
for the Board’s consideration. The Board received the recommended names of these three schools at 
the June 8, 2023 Board meeting for their consideration at the June 22, 2023 meeting. 
 
Committee Composition:

https://www.scusd.edu/board-education-meeting/board-education-meeting-86
https://www.scusd.edu/board-education-meeting/board-education-meeting-87


Board of Education Executive Summary  
Facilities Support Services 

https://www.rssconsulting.org/
https://www.scusd.edu/board-education-meeting/board-education-meeting-127
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Biographical Sketches and Sources 

John Sutter, Kit Carson, and Peter Burnett 
Prepared by Diane White and Pcyeta Stroud 

Renaming Committee Meeting  - January 30, 20oh( 2)5t>
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Kit Carson 
Kit Carson was perhaps the most famous trapper 
and guide in the West who traveled with John C. 
Fré�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V. Frémont�¶�V���Z�L�I�H����
Jessie Benton Frémont
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 Peter Burnett 
�&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�¶�V���I�L�U�V�W���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U����Peter Burnett, came from a 
slaveholding Missouri family. He migrated to the Oregon 
Territory to escape his debtors and ultimately became the 
Supreme Judge of �2�U�H�J�R�Q�¶�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����+e 
advocated for the total exclusion of all African Americans 
from the territory and authored what became known as 
"Burnett's lash law," which authorized the beating of any 
free Black people refusing to leave the territory.  

As the Gold Rush began in 1848 Burnett migrated to 
California. While serving on the state Supreme Court, he 
ordered the extradition of Archy Lee (a slave who the 
California Court had ruled was a free) back to Mississippi. 
Burnett, who owned two slaves that he kept in California, 
advocated for the total exclusion of African Americans in 

California, as he had in Oregon. 

Regarding �&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�¶�V���W�U�L�E�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V����Burnett gave state money to local militias to 
exterminate the indigenous peoples and worked with the US government to obtain the 
resources needed to carry out this genocide. Consequently, with support from the U.S. 
Army, local militias raided tribal settlements and murdered Native people. Local 
governments paid bounties to settlers for Native scalps and for the horses of the tribal 
people they killed
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